GEORGE DEWEY

immediately be sent. For this purpose I estimated
that five thousand well-equipped troops would be
necessary, and they would have been sufficient if we
had had to deal alone with the Spaniards and not
with a native insurrection. We had the city under
our guns, as Farragut had New Orleans under his.
But naval power can reach no farther ashore. For
tenure of the land you must have the man with a
rifle.

The position of the squadron was one of peculiar
isolation. It must be six days by way of Hong Kong
before I could receive an answer to any communica-
tion to Washington. The supply ship Zafiro, which
came to be regularly employed for these trips, inva-
riably had one of our officers in charge. His author-
ity gave the vessel an official character, enabling her
to fly a pennant and insuring her an immunity from
the many red-tape restrictions and charges to which
merchant-vessels are subjected. She brought from
China delicacies which greatly mitigated the dis-
comforts of blockade duty, with its attendant sea-
fare. In Manila Bay a little fruit or a few fresh eggs
might occasionally be purchased from the natives,
but in such small quantities as to admit of no gen-
eral distribution.

In the purchase of supplies, however, the officer
in charge of the Zafiro had to exercise discretion, and
particularly in their embarkation. The British au-
thorities were personally so cordial and so inclined to-e Cuba nor the Isla de Luzon,new navy the percentage of the enemy with heavy loss
